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The vision of Viksit Bharat @2047, which represents India’s ambitious trajectory toward becoming a
fully developed nation by the centenary of its independence, is fundamentally rooted in a multi-
dimensional transformation that integrates economic prosperity with cultural self-assurance and social
cohesion'. While traditional development metrics often focus on Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth and infrastructure, the Indian model for 2047 posits that true development must be holistic,
reaching every citizen and fostering a sense of national pride and unity®. This report examines the
critical role of cultural integration in this vision, analysing how institutional frameworks, traditional
knowledge systems, and the creative economy serve as essential drivers for building a resilient,
inclusive, and globally influential Bharat.

The Strategic Framework of Viksit Bharat 2047

The government’s mission statement for Viksit Bharat 2047 defines a developed nation not merely
through high per capita income but through universal access to quality education, healthcare, and
housing, alongside leadership in global innovation and social justice’. The blueprint for this
transformation is supported by four pivotal pillars: the youth (Yuva), the underprivileged (Garib),
women (Mahilayen), and farmers (Annadata)’. These pillars represent the focus of social
empowerment and resource allocation intended to drive progress toward a $30 trillion to $40 trillion
economy within the next two decades™.

Macro-Economic and Social Targets for 2047

The socio-cultural goals of the vision are inextricably linked to specific economic milestones outlined
in the Union Budget 2025-26 and subsequent policy roadmaps. These targets aim to create a self-
reliant economy where the benefits of growth are equitably distributed across all sections of society™.

Developmental Metric Target / Projection for Strategic Driver
2047
National GDP USD 30 - 40 Trillion Manufacturing, Services, and Digital
Innovation
Per Capita Income USD 15,000 - 18,000 Formalisation of the Economy and MSME
Growth
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Poverty Eradication Zero Poverty Multi-dimensional Social Welfare Schemes

Women'’s Economic 70% Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam and Skill

Participation Initiatives

Labour Force Skilling 100% Skilled Labour National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Education 100% High-Quality PM SHRI Schools and Institutions of
Access Eminence

Renewable Energy 500 GW (by 2030) Solar, Wind, and Bioenergy Transitions

The shift from fragmented development to holistic transformation requires a "developed" mindset,
which the government seeks to cultivate through Jan Bhagidari (people’s participation)®. In this
context, cultural integration becomes the social adhesive that ensures economic progress does not
lead to cultural erosion but instead reinforces India’s unique civilisational identity.

Institutional Engines of National Integration: Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat

Launched on 31st October 2015 to commemorate the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, the 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' (EBSB) initiative is the most significant institutional effort to
promote national integration through cultural diversity®. The program operates on the principle that
India’s strength lies in the harmonious coexistence of its diverse identities, moving beyond
homogeneity to prosper on mutual knowledge and admiration®.

The State-Pairing Mechanism and Its Social Impact

The primary mechanism of EBSB is the rotational pairing of states and Union Territories (UTs). This
structured engagement model connects disparate regions—such as pairing Maharashtra with Odisha
or Punjab with Andhra Pradesh—to facilitate year-long interactions in language, trade, culture, and
tourism’. By fostering “internal cultural diplomacy," the initiative encourages states to act as cultural
ambassadors to one another, reducing regional stereotypes and the sense of being a "stranger" in
one's own country’.

Key Component of Focus Area Intended Outcome
EBSB
Bhasha Sangam Linguistic Integration Learning 100 sentences in 22 official languages.
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Yuva Sangam Youth Exchange First-hand immersion in regional food, history, and
customs.

EBSB Clubs Academic Schools and universities conducting regional

Institutionalisation cultural quizzes and art.

Cultural & Culinary Experiential Learning Promoting regional art forms and traditional

Festivals cuisines nationally.

Digital Immersions  Accessibility Virtual exchanges and social media campaigns for
wider reach.

The sociological impact of these exchanges is significant; research indicates that interpersonal
cultural exposure is more effective at reducing regional prejudice than top-down political integration™?.
By 2025, the Yuva Sangam phase had facilitated exposure tours for over 5,200 youth, providing them
with a "practically lived experience" of India’s unity in diversity”’.

Economic Multipliers of Cultural Exchange

Cultural integration under EBSB is not limited to performance; it has tangible economic spill-overs. By
highlighting lesser-known destinations in partner states, the initiative boosts inter-state tourism and
related service industries®. Furthermore, craft melas and culinary festivals integrated into the program
provide artisans and local entrepreneurs from remote areas with platforms to showcase their
products, contributing to the "Vocal for Local" mission and protecting marginalised traditional crafts™°.

Case Study: Kashi Tamil Sangamam as a Civilisational Catalyst

The Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS) represents a paradigm shift in how India reimagines its
civilisational continuum®™. This initiative seeks to rediscover and strengthen the ancient bonds
between Tamil Nadu and Kashi (Varanasi), two of India’s oldest and most significant cultural and
intellectual centres®. It transcends the boundaries of a cultural festival, serving as a platform to
integrate heritage with modern academic and technological frameworks*2.

Historical and Spiritual Foundations

The link between Kashi and Tamil Nadu is rooted in centuries of spiritual and scholarly exchange.
Historical records indicate that Pandiyan rulers, such as Adi Veera Parakrama Pandiyan in the 14th-
15th century, travelled to Kashi to bring a Shiva lingam to the South, leading to the establishment of
Tenkasi ("Dakshin Kashi")**. The KTS revives this tradition, highlighting how pilgrimage historically
functioned as a mechanism for national integration™?.

Special Edition

Viksit Bharat 2047

WAIMS International Consulting Group-WIC
www.journal.waims.co.in | www.vbdf2047.in

WAIMS International Journal E-ISSN NO: 2278-1315 [SINCE 2010]
Multidisciplinary Journal | IMPACT FACTOR-2023: 6.019




Intelligence Report | Viksit Bharat 2047 Development Forum

Edition of KTS Year Key Highlights and Innovations

KTS 1.0 2022 2,500 participants; introduction of the "Moving Canvas of
Culture" trains.

KTS 2.0 2023 Real-time Al app-based translation of PM's speech in Tamil.

KTS 3.0 2025 Focus on Mahakumbh and Sage Agasthyar's contributions to
Siddha medicine.

KTS 4.0 2025 Theme: "Let Us Learn Tamil"; Sage Agastya Vehicle Expedition
(SAVE).

Academic and Economic Synergies

A critical outcome of the KTS is the institutionalisation of inter-civilisational scholarship. This includes
the establishment of a Tamil Chair at Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and the introduction of Tamil
language instruction in Kashi schools, ensuring that cultural exchange moves from the performative
to the academic'®. Economically, the initiative has facilitated "Gl Synergies" between the handloom
clusters of Kanjeevaram and Banarasi silk weavers'?. By collaborating on design and marketing,
these artisans leverage their respective Geographical Indication statuses to create high-value
products, aligning with UNESCO's Creative Economy framework ™.

The Orange Economy: Culture and Creativity as Economic Drivers

The 'Orange Economy," or the Creative Economy, encompasses knowledge-based activities that
integrate culture, creativity, technology, and intellectual property (IP)'’. As India transitions toward a
service-led growth model, this sector is identified as a primary engine for innovation and employment,
particularly for the digital-native youth population™®.

Economic Projections and Growth Trajectory

The Indian Media and Entertainment (M&E) sector, a cornerstone of the Orange Economy, was
valued at 2.5 trillion in 2024 and is projected to grow to ¥3.067 trillion by 2027*'. This growth is
outpacing traditional sectors, with digital media revenue expected to cross 1.1 trillion by 2027*".

Segment of Orange Value / Projection Key Drivers
Economy
Overall M&E Sector %3.067 Trillion (2027) OTT, Streaming, and Gaming
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AVGC-XR 2 Million Jobs (by 2030) Animation, VFX, and Extended Reality
Creator Economy 18% CAGR Social Media Platforms and Influence
Marketing

Global Creative Exports USD 200 - 250 Billion Intellectual Property Rights and Digital
(Global) Trade

The sector already supports over 10 million livelihoods directly and indirectly’’. The "multiplier effect"

of the Orange Economy is particularly evident in the "Concert Economy” and live entertainment,

which fuel demand for hospitality, local transport, and security, thereby revitalising urban and rural
: 19

services ™.

Technology and the Creative Renaissance

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into the creative economy is a strategic driver for the Viksit
Bharat vision'’. Unlike Western models that often view Al as a tool for cost-cutting, India’s approach
is "preservationist and inclusive"'’. Al tools like "Kalaasetu" are being used for the preservation of
cultural heritage, while the establishment of the Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT)
ensures a pipeline of high-end Al-native creative talent'’. Furthermore, initiatives like the World Audio
Visual and Entertainment Summit (WAVES) use technology to export Indian cultural narratives
globally, enhancing the nation’s soft power"’.

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS): Holistic Development and Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 formally recognises the Indian Knowledge System (IKS)
as an integral component of modern education”. IKS encompasses diverse fields such as
philosophy, medicine, mathematics, and environmental studies, offering a holistic approach that
harmonises the physical, mental, and spiritual dimensions of life?.

Transforming Pedagogy and Student Well-being

By embedding IKS into mainstream curricula, the NEP 2020 aims to bridge the gap between India’s
rich intellectual heritage and the needs of a 21st-century knowledge economy?®. This involves
reviving traditional pedagogical methods such as experiential learning, storytelling, and community
engagement®’. The integration of disciplines like Ayurveda and Yoga is expected to enhance mental
health and emotional intelligence among students, addressing the limitations of purely rote-based
learning models®.

IKS Domain Modern Application in Education

Vedic Mathematics Computational logic and mental agility.
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Ayurveda & Siddha Holistic health and preventive wellness.

traditional Ecological Sustainable agriculture and resource management.
Knowledge

Shilpasastra & Vastusastra Energy-efficient architecture and design.
Bhagavad Gita Principles Ethical leadership and Dharma-centric governance.

Ethical Leadership Rooted in Dharma

A significant aspect of IKS is its contribution to leadership paradigms. The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
calls for a leadership culture that is ethically grounded and people-centric?®. Inspired by the Bhagavad
Gita, the "Dharma-centric leadership model" emphasizes nishkama karma (selfless action) and
samatva (equanimity)?®. By institutionalising these values in governance and corporate leadership,
India can cultivate a future-ready culture that prioritises intergenerational welfare and institutional
accountability®.

Digital Integration: Overcoming Linguistic Barriers with Bhashini

For cultural integration to be truly effective in a nation of 1.4 billion people, it must address the
linguistic divide®®. The 'Bhashini' initiative, part of the Digital India program, uses Al and Natural
Language Processing (NLP) to provide multilingual access to digital content and services in 22 official
languages™.

Empowering the Rural and Non-Literate Population

Bhashini’s "Voice-First" multilingual solution is a game-changer for digital inclusion®®. By allowing
citizens to interact with technology in their mother tongue, it enables non-English speakers to
participate in the digital economy and access essential e-governance services®. For example, the
MahaVISTAAR-Al app provides real-time agricultural advisory services to farmers in their native
languages, directly impacting the Annadata pillar of the 2047 vision®?.

Bhashini Al Feature Use Case

Tool

Shrutlekh Real-time Speech-to- Transcribing major summits and justice system
Text proceedings.

Anuvaadini Document Translation  Translating official reports and academic files.
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App

Bhasha Daan Crowdsourcing Data Citizens contributing linguistic data to train inclusive Al
models.

CONVERSE Helpline Support Enabling emergency services to assist speakers of

different dialects.

By addressing linguistic diversity, Bhashini fosters a "digitally unified nation" where technology
bridges the divide rather than widening it*>. This is essential for achieving universal access to
healthcare and education, as it ensures that crucial information reaches every citizen, regardless of
their native tongue or literacy level®.

Cultural Mapping: Revitalising the Rural Economy

The National Mission on Cultural Mapping (NMCM) aims to preserve and promote India’s rich
heritage by documenting the cultural assets of its 6.5 lakh villages®*. The 'Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar'
(MGMD) portal, launched under this mission, serves as a digital repository of India's "rich cultural

tapestry"**.

Strengthening Identity and Livelihoods

Cultural mapping identifies local art forms, oral traditions, and traditional knowledge, providing a
platform for rural artists to gain recognition and access government welfare schemes®. By creating a
national database of cultural assets, the mission aims to strengthen local cultural identity and foster
"heritage-based livelihoods"'?. This approach is central to the "Vocal for Local' and "Atmanirbhar
Bharat" missions, as it revitalises rural economies through sustainable tourism and local
entrepreneurship®.

Impact Area of Mapping Benefit to Rural Communities

Economic Growth Reuvitalising rural economies through cultural tourism.

Social Inclusion Documenting marginalized communities and lesser-known traditions.
Artist Empowerment Providing unique IDs and linking to financial support systems.
Education Passing down cultural practices to younger generations.
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Sustainable Development Promoting local materials and traditional ecological practices.

The mission also includes initiatives like "Project PARI" (Public Art of India), which revitalises public
spaces with traditional art forms such as Phad, Gond, and Warli, bringing rural artistic excellence into
the national and global spotlight®°.

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) and Sustainability

As India embarks on its journey toward net-zero emissions by 2070, the integration of Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK) is essential for climate resilience®’. India’s ancient texts and indigenous
practices offer time-tested solutions for resource management and environmental conservation®®.

Water Security and Sustainable Architecture

Traditional water harvesting methods, such as Johads in Rajasthan and Kuhls in Himachal Pradesh,
provide sustainable alternatives to energy-intensive modern infrastructure®’. Research indicates that
investing in water security can generate significant economic returns, and traditional practices are a
cost-effective way to achieve this*.

Similarly, Indian vernacular architecture, guided by principles found in the Shilpasastra, emphasizes
climate responsiveness and thermal comfort using local materials®. These designs are not mere
aesthetic choices but deliberate strategies for energy efficiency™.

traditional Practice Modern Sustainability Application

Sacred Groves Biodiversity conservation and micro-climate regulation.
Stepwells (Baolis) Groundwater recharge and urban water storage.

Ahar Pynes Floodwater diversion and sustainable irrigation.

Local Material Architecture Reducing carbon footprint in construction.
Community Forest Promoting "Rewilding" and ecosystem restoration.
Management

The 2047 sustainability framework seeks to integrate modern renewable technologies with this
indigenous wisdom to create a "uniquely Indian pathway" to green growth®’. This transdisciplinary

Special Edition

Viksit Bharat 2047

WAIMS International Consulting Group-WIC
www.journal.waims.co.in | www.vbdf2047.in

WAIMS International Journal E-ISSN NO: 2278-1315 [SINCE 2010]
Multidisciplinary Journal | IMPACT FACTOR-2023: 6.019




Intelligence Report | Viksit Bharat 2047 Development Forum
approach ensures that development does not come at the cost of the environment and respects the
cultural heritage of the communities that have historically managed India’s natural resources®’.

Global Influence and Cultural Soft Power

India’s cultural heritage is one of its most distinct strengths on the international stage. As the nation
moves toward the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047, leveraging soft power through cultural diplomacy is
essential for enhancing its diplomatic relations and global standing®'.

The Role of the Indian Diaspora

The 3.5 crore-strong Indian diaspora acts as a vital pillar of India's soft power?. As cultural
ambassadors, members of the diaspora promote Indian traditions and values globally, fostering
people-to-people connections that go beyond formal diplomacy*’. They also contribute significantly to
the national economy through remittances and investments in Indian startups, fostering innovation
and growth*.

Cultural Diplomacy and Leadership

India’s "spiritual diplomacy" and historical foundations—rooted in peace and universalism—resonate
globally?’. Initiatives like the International Yoga Day and the promotion of the Buddhist Circuit position
India as a global leader in wellness and cultural dialogue®. By sharing its heritage through innovative
digital platforms and youth exchange programs, India builds global goodwill and strengthens its image
as a responsible and culturally rich global power?*.

Soft Power Asset Global Impact / Perception

Yoga & Meditation Universal exports for health and mental resilience.
Indian Cuisine Fostering friendships and driving culinary tourism.
Literature & Arts Tools for understanding and enhancing bilateral ties.
Spiritual Heritage Promoting values of peace and tolerance.
Educational Fostering international collaboration and research.
Exchanges

Cultural diplomacy also creates trust where "hard power" has limits, enabling deeper economic
cooperation and helping India rise as a cultural and diplomatic leader in the Global South®*.

Conclusion: A Holistic Vision for a Developed Bharat
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The transformation of India into a developed nation by 2047 is a collective national mission that
integrates economic growth with cultural self-assurance, social justice, and environmental
sustainability®. Cultural integration is the catalyst that makes this vision achievable and sustainable.
By leveraging institutional frameworks like Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat and the National Mission on
Cultural Mapping, India ensures that its diversity remains a unifying force.

The adoption of Indian Knowledge Systems and the promotion of the Orange Economy provide the
youth with the tools to innovate while remaining grounded in their cultural identity. Furthermore, the
use of Al tools like Bhashini democratizes access to this progress, ensuring that linguistic and digital
divides are bridged. As India reclaims its position as a "Vishwaguru," it offers the world a model of
development that is not only economically robust but also socially inclusive and ecologically wise. The
dream of Viksit Bharat 2047 is thus a dream of a nation that is both modern and ancient, a nation that
thrives because it honours its past while boldly embracing the future?.
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